
Learning Objectives:

• To practise character description by 
exploring the use of showing and telling



Show, don’t tell!

One way of making your writing more interesting is to SHOW rather than TELL.  

TASK – Re-write the statements below so that you are showing, not 
telling, the reader how these characters are feeling.
1. She was frightened.
2. He was unhappy. 

Example: David was in a furious temper.

David stomped to his desk spilling coffee as he went. Pushing past a 
group of people, he threw himself into his chair. With one sweep of his 
hand, he cleared his desk and growled at the nearest secretary.

REMEMBER TO USE:
• Interesting verbs - 'doing' words or 'being' words. E.g. 'walk', ‘feel’
• Adverbs – words that add information to the verb. 
• Adjectives - describing words that tell you more about nouns.
CHALLENGE: Can you include a simile or metaphor?



This lesson, we will practise showing information about our 
character.

David

Name? Age?

Likes and 
dislikes?

Appearance?

Readers infer or deduce, 
a bit like a detective, 
information about a 
character.

A reader can infer, or 
work out, what a 
character is like from 
their:

Personality?

Interaction 
with other 
characters?



Lord Asriel was a tall man with 
powerful shoulders, a fierce dark face, 
and eyes that seemed to flash and 
glitter with savage laughter. It was a 
face to be dominated by, or to fight: 
never a face to patronise or pity. All his 
movements were large and perfectly 
balanced, like those of a wild animal, 
and when he appeared in a room like 
this, he seemed a wild animal in a cage 
too small for it.

What do we think about this character based on 
Pullman’s description of his appearance?



Verbs: How they enter? (do they shuffle, stride, skip etc.)
Adverbs: How they move? (confidently, cautiously, briskly etc.) 
Similes: Could you compare them to an animal? What could you compare their 
eyes/hair/smile etc. to?
Metaphors: E.g. his hands were flat spiders; she had a heart of stone
What are their facial features like? (E.g. small, shifty eyes could indicate they’re 
secretive; rotten teeth might suggest they neglect themselves) 
What are they wearing? Style of clothes and colours? (E.g. brightly coloured clothes = 
confident)

Remember to show NOT tell. 

Lord Asriel was a tall man with powerful shoulders, a fierce dark face, and eyes that 
seemed to flash and glitter with savage laughter. It was a face to be dominated by, or 
to fight: never a face to patronise or pity. All his movements were large and perfectly 
balanced, like those of a wild animal, and when he appeared in a room like this, he 
seemed a wild animal in a cage too small for it.

TASK: Write a paragraph describing your character as he escapes the 
concentration camp. Your descriptions should give the reader a clear idea of 

what the character is like. Include:



Peer assessment
Swap books with your partner and read their paragraph. 
Have they included:

 Verbs
 Adverbs
 Similes
 Metaphors
 What are their facial features like?
 What are they wearing?

 Did they show NOT tell? 


