
    Guided Reading 

2g I can identify how meaning is enhanced through the choice 

of words and phrases 

Read the text and then answer the questions which follow. 

The Book 

Sam gave his mum a weak smile and quickly put the book down on the 

floor. “What’s the matter?” mum asked, “Don’t you like it?” 

“It’s got all the original graphics and characters from that game you two 

are always playing…what’s it called again?” Dad searched around for the 

Xbox game.  

“Erm, Garden of Doom?” Tom suggested.  

“That’s the one!” Dad exclaimed, “take a look, I was amazed when I saw 

how detailed they were.” Dad reached over to pick the book up. Tom sprang 

up from the carpet like a ninja and grabbed the book, holding it close to 

his chest with the front cover firmly shut. “Let’s go and compare the     

pictures to the real thing, Sam,” Tom suggested, giving Sam a deliberate 

nudge in the back. The boys scampered up the stairs leaving their parents 

looking at each other bemused. Dad shrugged and switched on the TV. 

Upstairs, Tom delicately put the book down on the thick, navy carpet. They 

backed away from it, as if it was a ticking bomb. Breathless, they stared 

at each other wondering what to do. Tiny droplets of sweat had formed on 

Tom’s furrowed brow as he nervously bit his bottom lip. Sam said, “Let’s 

just bury it at the bottom of the toy box. So long as it doesn’t open we’ll 

be alright, won’t we?” Tom nodded. A small bead of blood had formed 

where he’d bitten too deeply into his lip. He licked his lips, shuddering a  

little at the rusty taste of his own blood. Carefully, he lifted up the book 

whilst Sam emptied the contents of their toy box. They placed the black, 

leather book deep into the depths of the empty box and quickly threw toy 

after toy on top of it, suffocating the danger as they did so. Or so they 

thought. 

They ran back downstairs to enjoy the rest of Sam’s birthday, knowing the 

book was safely locked away under action man’s watchful eye. Almost as 

soon as they reached the lounge, all thoughts about the book evaporated 

from their mind. They didn’t think about it for the rest of the day. Not  

during Sam’s birthday dinner at Pizza Hut, not during their popcorn fight at 

the cinema and not on the way home as the street lights blurred into a 
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fuzzy line through the car window. They didn’t even think about it when 

they reached for the controllers and slipped Garden of Doom into the sleek, 

black mouth of the Xbox.  

Deep in conversation, about which weapon would be the best to destroy the 

evil, bloodsucking worms and the flickering tongue went unnoticed. As the 

familiar music played incongruously in the background, the buttons were 

unconsciously pressed in the right order, starting the game. Two emerald 

eyes watched as they chatted intently. It was the silence that made them 

stop talking. Simultaneously their eyes were drawn to the plasma screen. 

The white letters blinked on and off like a broken torch. They’d seen this 

screen a thousand times before but they’d never noticed the emerald scales 

slithering around between the blades of grass.  

Without thinking, Sam pressed A on the controller and the flashing letters 

dissolved into blackness. In their place a huge snake’s head suddenly    

appeared. Its eyes shone like tiny black stones in a river of green.      

Mesmerised the brothers stared deeper into the snakes eyes, so deep they 

didn’t feel themselves falling. Deeper and deeper they fell until they reached 

the cold, damp ground beneath them. Above them flowers loomed like     

giants. Huge, round daisy heads covered the sky like a roof. Stalks reached 

up above them as far as the eye could see.  

The boys helped each other to their feet and stood as still as a stone.  

Suddenly, Tom let out a gasp. Sam followed his brother’s eyes and threw 

his hands up to his face in disbelief. Tom took a few steps forward and 

placed his hand on the cold, smooth glass. Beneath him, he could see the 

two X box controllers lying lifeless like two abandoned ships in the sea like 

carpet. Sam put both his hands against the glass and rested his forehead 

on them like he was shading the sun from his eyes. He peered out, through 

the glass, into his bedroom below him. It felt like a dream. How could this 

have happened? 

1. Explain what you think has happened to the boys. Use evidence from the 

text to support your ideas. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



            Basic Skills 

 Complete the following SPaG activity mat. 
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      Literacy  

 

This week, we would like you to write a diary. Use the steps to  

success to help you with your writing. 

Whole week 



     Literacy  

 

Whole week 



     Literacy  

 

 

Whole week 



Maths 
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2d I can make inferences from the text and justify inferences with 

evidence. 

What two contrasting impressions do you get about the boys day? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

  

Impression Evidence 

 

 

______________________________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
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2c - I can summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 

Number the following events 1– 7 to show the order in which they  

happened. 

 

 

 

Event Order 

Tom jumped up and grabbed the book and held it 

tightly. 

 

Emerald eyes watched the boysas they chatted intently.   

They placed the black, leather book deep into the depths 

of the empty toy box  

 

Dad asked what the name of the Xbox game was.  

The family went to Pizza Hut for dinner.  

The boys could see the Xbox controllers lying be-

neath them. 

 

Tom bit his bottom lip and made it bleed.  
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2d I can make inferences from the text and justify inferences with 

evidence. 

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to   

support your answers.  

1. Can you find two similes? Explain why the are effective. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does the word simultaneously mean? Write it’s definition  

below. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. They placed the black, leather book deep into the depths of the empty 

box and quickly threw toy after toy on top of it, suffocating the danger as 

they did so. Explain how the author wants the reader to feel. Use the text 

to support your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



     Basic Skills 

 

Correct the spelling mistakes below. 
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2e I can predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

Following on from the text, can you predict what might happen next 

in the story?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5 
     Basic Skills 

 

Complete the questions below. Record the time it took you to complete 

all of the questions 

 

 



Maths 

 

 

 

Use your multiplication and division skills to solve these problems. Remember to 

use your inverses to help you.  
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Science To start our 

new topic on 

electricity, there 

is a comprehen-

sion activity for 

the children to 

complete to 

begin their un-

derstanding.  



Science 



Science 



Topic 

We have started by looking at who the main players in the space 

race were. This week, the challenge is to create a timeline of the 

main events that took place in the space race. The children can 

choose to present the timeline however they would like, but they will 

need to have all the information they can included on their timeline. 

They are welcome to present this on a piece of paper or digitally– 

whichever they find easiest and most effective. There are some web-

sites at the bottom that will help the children find the information 

for their timelines. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Starting Points for Research 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/space/space-race/  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/cold_war/space_race.php  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Space_Race  

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race 


