
    Guided Reading 

2g I can identify how meaning is enhanced through the choice 

of words and phrases 

Read the text and then answer the questions which follow. 

The Book 

The day they decided to open that book was nearly their last. It had   

started like any other February half term. Grey. Huge, black rain clouds 

loomed menacingly in the sky threatening to ruin their day. The house had 

been quiet until Tom and Sam raced down into the living room fighting over 

the Xbox controller. Suddenly, they both let go at the same time and it flew 

up into the air, pirouetted gracefully like a ballerina, before nose diving to 

the ground and smashing into pieces. They glared at each other in disgust.  

“Now what are we supposed to do?” Tom said, scowling at his little  

brother.  

“It was my turn,” Sam whimpered as if he might start to cry. 

“Don’t even think about crying, you can’t even play the game anyway!” 

Sam bit his lip, the way he always did to stop himself from crying. Tom 

ruffled his brother’s hair and suggested they search for his birthday     

presents whilst their parents were at work.  

Minutes later they were scrambling up the stairs, racing to be the first to 

find an undiscovered present. They barged through into the office, straight 

to the filing cabinet, where Tom had last found an Ipad, which he had  

later received with a knowing smile on Christmas day. Hidden, right at the 

back, was a large leather book with gold lettering etched deep into the front 

cover. The letters spelt out a word they’d never seen before, one they could 

not read. Intrigued, they carefully turned back the heavy, leather cover. As 

the pages fluttered open, their eyes were drawn to a picture on the first 

page. A distorted, gnarled tree trunk wrapped in snakes, with fangs like 

tusks, stared back at them. Entranced, they gazed deep into the serpent’s  

emerald eyes, falling deeper, deeper into the page. Before they knew what 

was happening, they’d fallen deep into the pages of the book.  

Tom grabbed hold of his brother as they sprawled out on the ice white 

page of the book. Above them the ancient tree stretched as far as their eyes 

could see, reaching up into the pale emptiness that extended out in front of 

them.  
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Slithering against the rough bark, the serpents slid silently towards them. 

Forked tongues flickered around their scaly faces, letting out a low hissing 

sound. The boys held on to each other. Snakes surrounded them. Heart’s 

racing; they edged slowly backwards feeling the soft, satin page beneath 

their hands. Their heels dug deep into the groove of the page as they 

forced themselves backwards. Meandering towards them a river of scales 

slid  forwards, baring poisonous fangs. Venom dripped from the sharp,  

razor like incisors, burning deep holes into the page as they slid along.  

Suddenly an adder rose up high into the air, hypnotising the boys with its 

rhythmic swaying. Its bright green eyes pinned them down to the velvety 

page. They froze. Beyond their fingertips was nothing but ice, cold air- the 

end of the book. Tiny jade eyes encircled the adder with little wisps of red 

tipped tongues flashing like Christmas lights. They were surrounded. There 

was no escape. Without thinking, Tom grabbed Sam’s arm and rolled into 

the infinite emptiness that was the end of the page. 

They fell. Through cold, misty fog that dazzled them like the bright    

moonlight. Dazed, they rubbed their eyes gingerly and stared at the dish 

cloth grey walls of their dad’s office. Tom felt the coarse, brown carpet  

beneath his fingertips and breathed a huge sigh of relief. Without a second 

thought he slammed the leather book shut and stuffed it into the gaping 

draw. With one movement he slammed the draw shut and tugged at Tom’s 

hand. Within seconds they were out of the office and into the safety of 

their own room. 

Sam had never been so reluctant to open a present. The last rectangular 

box lay untouched on the floor. As he ripped open the blue, glittery paper, 

his stomach lurched. Reflecting in the sunlight, golden letters spelt a word 

he’d seen once before; a word he knew meant danger.  

1. What type of atmosphere is the author trying to create? Use evidence 

from the text to support your answer. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does the author make the book seem interesting? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



            Basic Skills 

 Complete the following SPaG activity mat. 
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      Literacy  

 

This week, we would like you to write a non-chronological report. 

Use the steps to success to help you with your writing. 

Whole week 
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Whole week 



Maths 
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      Guided Reading 

 

2b I can retrieve and record information 

Using the text, The Book, answer the following questions. 
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Statement True False Not given 

The story takes place on a Monday in February half 

term.  
   

It was a rainy day.    

Sam broke the Xbox controller.    

Sam stopped himself from crying.    

The boys found a present in the back of the kitchen 

cupboard.   
   

The picture showed a tree trunk wrapped in snakes.     

The serpent had emerald eyes.    

The boys were sucked into the book.    
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2c - I can summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 

Number the following events 1– 7 to show the order in which they  

happened. 
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Event Order 

The boys searched for presents in the office.  

They became entranced by the serpent’s emerald, 

green eyes and fell into the book.  

 

Venom burnt holes in the page of the book as it 

dripped from the snake’s poisonous fangs.  

 

Sam and Tom broke the Xbox controller.  

Tom felt the coarse carpet of his Dad’s office under 

him. 

 

Sam tore open a blue, glittery present and his  

stomach lurched. 

 

Serpents slid towards the boys.  



     Basic Skills 

 

Rounding 
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2d I can make inferences from the text and justify inferences with 

evidence. 

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to sup-

port your answers.  

1. What was the weather like that day? How does this impact the 

story? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Tom receive his Ipad with a knowing smile? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where does the author change the pace of the story? How is this 

 achieved? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Find 3 sentences which create suspense. Why were they effective in 

 creating suspense? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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     Basic Skills 

 

Correct the spelling mistakes below. 

 

Day 4 



Maths 

Day 4 



Maths 

Day 4 



Spelling 



       Guided Reading 

 

2e I can predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

Following on from the text, can you predict what might happen next 

in the story?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Complete the questions below. Record the time it took you to complete 

all of the questions. 

Time taken: ______________________________ 
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Topic 

In Topic, we are starting our new theme for the term. Our topic will 

be space and the history of the space race. The children’s first task 

will be to show what they already know about space. This can fo-

cus on their earlier learning about the sun, moon and earth or ex-

plore their understanding of the planets and where they fit in the 

solar system.  

 

The children could also begin to research the space race between the 

USSR and the USA. The links below include some information that 

the children could use to begin their research. 

As always, the children are welcome to present their information as 

a double page spread. They can choose how they want the infor-

mation to look, as long as it includes what they currently know 

and what they would want to learn about the space race. Feel free 

to SeeSaw images of the work when the children have completed it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Starting Points for Research 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/space/space-race/  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/cold_war/space_race.php  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Space_Race  


