
 

 

Year 6 Literacy Medium Term Plan-Summer 
 

 
 
 

Narrative 
Short burst story 

 

Term 3 
 

Suggested Written 
Outcomes 

Objectives/ non-negotiables 

  Read the Secrets of the Sun King. 
Some chapters will need ‘reading 
through’ to gain an understanding of 
the transcriptions found in the jar. 

 Use hieroglyphics to create and break 
codes. 

 Become archaeologists and find out as 
much as you can about Howard Carter 
and his findings.  

 Take clues from the text as to the era it 
is written in. 

 Make predictions on what the parcel 
contains. 

 Create a short newspaper headline for 
the events in chapter 1. Research some 
of the curse myths around opening the 
tomb. 

 Create character sketches of Grandad 
and Lil. 

 As you move through the story, map 
the key events. 

 What curse could the jar hold? Make 
predictions. 

 Make predictions on how the story will 
end. 

 Create a character profile of Kyky 
based on Lysandra’s extracts 

 Research the burial process for 
Egyptian pharaohs. 

 Create a diary extract from Lil on her 
trip to Egypt. Or alternatively, a 
postcard from Lil to her Grandad to 
describe her mission/travels. 

 A short snapshot story 
from a day in Kyky’s life 
written from Lysandra’s 
perspective /or a 
predicted or alternative 
ending. 
 
 
 

 

 The piece shows awareness of the reader and uses the 
appropriate language structures and features needed for 
historical fiction. 

 Characters, settings and atmosphere are described using 
a range of stylistic features. 

 Dialogue is integrated effectively to show character 
interaction and advance action. 

 Modal verbs are used to describe degrees of possibility. 

 The piece is cohesive, demonstrating: 
 Effective links between paragraphs 
  Varied and consistent pronouns  
 Synonyms to vary description  
 Adverbials of time and place used accurately and 

effectively 
 A wide range of conjunctions and clauses to 

produce complex sentences 

 The piece uses correct tense throughout 

 Vocabulary and grammatical structures reflect that of a 
quality fictional piece. Some taken from example and 
some developed independently based on their building 
knowledge. 

 Punctuation is used accurately 

 Handwriting is joined and legible 

 The year 5/6 spellings are accurate 
 

  



 Look at the descriptions used by 
Lysandra in her extract on page 80. Use 
these as a WAGOLL description and 
innovate to create a new chariot race 
story.  

 Become commentators from the 
chariot race.   

 Unpick quality sentences, identifying 
what makes it so and use as a model to 
create similar sentences. 

  

 
Non-fiction 1 

non-chron 

 Create questions that they try to 
answer through research 

 Conduct research on aspects of the 
Egyptian civilisation that the class vote 
for/would like to find out more about. 
Post-it note facts. 

 Sort those facts into categories as a 
class.  

 Decide on an audience for your finished 
report. Display in the local history 
centre? 

 Collect subject specific vocabulary with 
meanings. Create a class dictionary. 

 Identify the language and stylistic 
features from WAGOLL reports 

 Create a poorly written report, add 
some of those features to improve 

 Resequencing a cut up report. 

 Give groups a paragraph from a model 
report. Each group to create actions 
and signifiers to perform to the class.  

 Try chanting, quick say, Mexican wave 
(each person reads a sentence and the 
report moves around the class) to 
embed the language structures.  

 Box up a structure and decide on 
headings for each section 

 Embed specific language features by 
creating new sentences that use the 
same underlying structure 
 

 A non-chronological 
report on the Egyptian 
civilisation (linked to 
history unit) 

 The piece shows awareness of the reader and uses the 
appropriate structures and features needed for a non-
chronological report (headings, sub-headings, 
labels/diagrams/opening and concluding paragraphs). 

 Modal verbs are used to describe degrees of possibility 
where appropriate. 

 The piece is cohesive, demonstrating: 
 Effective links between paragraphs 
  Varied and consistent pronouns  
 Synonyms to vary description  
 Adverbials of time, place and manner used 

accurately and effectively 
 A wide range of conjunctions and clauses to 

produce complex sentences. 

 The piece uses correct tense throughout 

 Vocabulary and grammatical structures reflect that of a 
quality non-fictional piece. Some taken from example and 
some developed independently based on their building 
knowledge. 

 Punctuation is used accurately and effectively to record 
the information for the reader in a simple and cohesive 
way. 

 Handwriting is joined and legible 

 The year 5/6 spellings are accurate. 
 



 
Non-fiction 2 

biography 

  Conduct class research on post-it notes 
(early life, career, relationships, 
achievements, legacy etc). The class may 
be split into research groups. 

 Create a timeline of events. Split the 
timeline to create paragraphs 

 Look at biography extracts, guess which 
famous people they are linked to 

 Identify the features that repeat in a 
range of biographies. Create a class list. 

 Look at the difference between a 
biography and an autobiography 

 Learn about passive and active voice. 
Identify which one should be used in a 
biography 

 Look at introductory paragraphs from a 
range of biographies, innovate around 
Howard Carter. 

 Give mini presentations. 

 Identify the transitional phrases used to 
link information. Collect a list to magpie. 

 Signify a WAGOLL biography. 

 Play a game around fact and opinion 
sorting. 

 
 

 A biography on Howard 
Carter (linked to history 
unit) 

 

 The piece shows awareness of the reader and uses the 
appropriate structures and features needed for a 
biography. 

 Modal verbs are used to describe degrees of possibility 
where appropriate. 

 The piece is cohesive, demonstrating: 
 Effective links between paragraphs 
  Varied and consistent pronouns  
 Synonyms to vary description  
 Adverbials of time, place and manner used 

accurately and effectively 
 A wide range of conjunctions and clauses to 

produce complex sentences. 

 The piece uses correct tense throughout 

 Vocabulary and grammatical structures reflect that of a 
quality biographical piece. Some taken from example and 
some developed independently based on their building 
knowledge. 

 Punctuation is used accurately and effectively to record 
the information for the reader in a simple and cohesive 
way. 

 Handwriting is joined and legible 

 The year 5/6 spellings are accurate. 
 

 

Poetry 
imagery 

 

 

 Choose a selection of poems that 
use imagery to enjoy with the class. 
Read aloud. 

 Draw mental images of what they 
see when they hear the poem. 
Compare and discuss. 

 Let children select their own 
favourites and discuss why they 
chose them. 

 Explore new and interesting words 
and/or phrases.  

 Learn to recite a piece with 
expression. 

 Peer asses against a simple criterion. 

 Model WAGOLL-poetry reading. 

 A descriptive poem 
using imagery 

 Read and discuss a wide range of poetry. 

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions across a 
wide range of poems. 

 Learn to recite a poem by heart. 

 Prepare a poem to be read aloud, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone and volume. 

 Ask questions to improve their understanding. 

 Draw inferences about feelings, thoughts and 
motivations. 

 Summarise ideas drawn across paragraphs. 

 Discuss and evaluate how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Distinguish between statement, fact and opinion. 

 Discuss and evaluate the impact of language on the 
reader. 



 Use poetry for comprehension 
work in GR. 

 Find specific examples of 
personification, similes and 
metaphors (William Wordsworth-I 
wandered Lonely as a Cloud). 

  Select a class poem to focus on.  

 Use these language features to 
describe features from a given 
image. 

 Develop their own poems from a 
range of images.  
 

 Give increasingly well-structured descriptions and 
explanations. 

 Maintain attention during and participate in 
collaborative discussions. 

 Speak audibly and fluently. 

 Gain, monitor and maintain the interest of the 
listener. 

 Participate in a poetry performance. 
 
The expectations for quality writing should be maintained 
during this unit.  

 


